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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To efficiently use a transfer medium, by a method wherein feed 
tension is applied to a transfer medium to detect a tension value and the 
unwinding amount of the transfer medium is detected on the basis of said value 
to unwind the transfer medium corresponding to the detection result. 

CONSTITUTION: An ink ribbon 2 is pulled upwardly by the tension force of a 
spring 1 Id to receives front tension. A carriage motor 4d and a ribbon motor 
9e are drive forwardly to move a carriage 4 in an A-direction and the ink 
ribbon 2 is successively delivered from a supply reel lc to be taken up by a 
take-up reel le. At this time, back tension is applied to the ink ribbon 2 by 
the slip clutch 9f on a supply side. The front tension is detected by 
detecting the inclination of a tension arm 1 la by a Hall element 13a and a 
magnet 13b and the ribbon take-up speed by the take-up reel le is controlled so 
that the inclination of the tension arm 1 la holds about ±0.2mm from a 
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reference position (recording optimum tension value). 
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